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Thanks from Girl Scouts
We are Girl Scout Troop #71. 

We are working toward a Girl Scout 
badge that requires us to get involved 
with a local project. We have chosen 
to support the Teton Valley Aquatics 
Center project. We would like to share 
with you the reasons we are support-
ing this project. Teton Valley does 
not have a public indoor pool. The 
pool would be a great opportunity for 
young and old to get exercise year-
round. The pool is being built with 
private donations, not tax dollars. The 
pool would offer swimming lessons. 
Drowning is one of the leading causes 
of death for small children. Swimming 
lessons could save lives! The Aquatic 
Center would bring four full-time jobs 
to the county and 12-24 part-tine 
jobs. The pool could be built near our 
schools so children could easily access 
it after school for supervised activities. 
For more information, you can visit the 

project’s website at http ://www.teton-
valleyaquatics.com. 

Thank you, 
Mia, Zoe, Brynlee, Martha, Ashley, 

Sage, Eliza, Keira, Madison, Frankie, 
Phoebe and Sydney

Troop #71

Trump signs orders to 
undo climate change 
Commitments

Last week, President Trump 
signed an executive order undoing 
previous U.S. climate change com-
mitments. He says that this is a step 
towards energy independence for 
the US, and will be great for the coal 
mining industry, who, he says were 
previously put out by the previous 
administration’s policies working 
towards cleaner energy and lowering 
greenhouse emissions. The president 
said he will completely ignore and 

begin to undo the commitments 
Obama had made to curb climate 
change and pollution, and will com-
mit to getting rid of the Clean Power 
Plan, putting many coal miners “back 
to work,” in his words. It could take 
years to withdraw, revise, or change 
the previously set in place climate 
change regulations, but Trump is mak-
ing his intentions very clear by sign-
ing these orders. Already, due in part 
to greenhouse pollution from coal 
fired power plants, our snowpack in 
Eastern Idaho has begun to decline 
rapidly. Throughout the west, April 
snowpack has declined in over 90% 
of sites the EPA measured from 1955-
2016, as cited on the EPA’s website. 
Many of us moved here to ski, to 
fish, and to take full advantage of all 
the beauty this place has to offer. I, 
myself, moved here to start a ski com-
pany, and obviously, to ski. We are 
incredibly passionate about this place, 
these mountains, and the recreational 
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Driggs Planning and Zoning Commission meets 
the second Wednesday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. at Driggs City Hall.

Driggs City Council meets the first and third 
Tuesday at the Driggs City Hall building. 7:30 
p.m.

Teton District #401 School Board of trust-
ees meets the second Monday of the month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the district office at 445 N. Main 
St., Driggs.

Tetonia City Council meets the second Mon-
day of every month at Tetonia City Hall, 105 
Perry Ave.

Victor City Council meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at Victor City Hall.

Tetonia Planning and Zoning meets the first 
Monday of every month at Tetonia City Hall on 
105 Perry Ave. Starting at 7 p.m.

Victor Planning and Zoning Commission meets 
the second Tuesday of each month at the Victor 
City Hall on Elm Street starting at 7 p.m.

Teton County Board of Commissioners meets 
the second and fourth Monday of the month in 
the new courthouse in Driggs. Visit tetoncoun-
tyidaho.gov. 

Teton County Planning and Zoning Commission 
meets the second Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m. 
in the Teton County Courthouse.

The Teton County Fire District meets the sec-
ond Monday of every month at the fire station 
at 2 p.m. in Driggs.

The Teton County Fair Board meets the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m.

The Driggs Urban Renewal Agency meets the 
first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Driggs City Hall conference room.

Publicly Funded Non-profit Meetings 

The Teton Regional Economic Coalition 
board meets the second Wednes-
day of each month at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Geotourism Center in Driggs. 
Call 354-1008 if you require special 
accommodation.

The Teton Geotourism board meets 
the second Wednesday of each 
month at 8:30 a.m. at the Geotour-
ism Center in Driggs. Call 354-1008 if 
you require special accommodation.

opportunities that are provided by 
both. There are a number of ski-centric 
businesses in the valley that depend on 
the snowpack to thrive. If this adminis-
tration denies the fact that greenhouse 
emissions affect our changing climate 
and have an environmental impact, 
we’ll lose so much of what is so 
important to us so much faster. If this 
administration believes that “energy 
independence” is more important than 
keeping and developing fundamental 
environmentally friendly technolo-
gies, we will see these effects increase 
faster and with more consequence. So, 
what can we do to help? Contact your 
representatives. Tell them you don’t 
support Trump signing these orders. 
Representative Mike Simpson can be 
reached at @CongMikeSimpson and 
at 202-225-5531. Leave a short, sweet, 
to the point message letting him know 
why you care.

Hannah Van Arsdell
Driggs

An obligation to help
Every day in Teton Valley, people are forced 

to make personal decisions that affect the fabric 
of our community. The impact is largely unseen 
and because of this invisibility, it can be hard to 
identify the threat. 

When a family has to decide to pay rent 
instead of buying sufficient groceries, our 
community has hungry children. Hungry children 
don’t progress well in school. They often lack 
appropriate clothing. They carry the stress of their 
family’s poverty which affects their mental health, 
social skills and scholastic achievements. Children 
who are raised in poverty often remain in poverty 
because their parents are unable to afford or 
embrace opportunities that become available. 
That usually leads to another generation born into 
poverty.

When a man loses his job because his car 
breaks down and he can’t afford repairs, there 
are community consequences: an employer loses 
an employee, a family loses income which may 
lead to loss of their home, a child may drop out 
of school to help support the family, a medical 
emergency could occur that can’t be paid for, and 
in varying degrees, we all shoulder the impact. 

The federal poverty guidelines state that a 
family of four with a household income of less 
than $24,600 is living in poverty. It’s hard to 
imagine any family size surviving in Teton Valley 
on less than $25k. It’s hard to imagine having to 
decide between shelter, food, and clothing. Add 

the additional cost for having your child’s cavities 
filled, needing eyeglasses, needing a doctor, caring 
for a disabled parent, and all of the other every 
day challenges that are simply a part of life, and 
we really should be wondering how our low-
income neighbors manage to survive at all.

Instead of judging or making assumptions 
about why people are in crisis, it’s our duty as 
a humane community to get to know the faces 
and organizations that make it their mission 
to help others. Most of these local groups are 
non-profits that rely on private donations to 
exist. Private donations make it possible to offer 
free or subsidized medical care, mental health 
counseling, shelter, clothing, food, transportation, 
employment training, education, substance abuse 
support, and more. 

Our little valley has over 40 nonprofits with 
many of them working to improve the health 
and human services available for our community. 
These services aren’t hand-outs; they’re hands to 
help people step up and away from crisis. If you 
review the lists of donor names for these local 
nonprofits, you’ll see many of the same names 

over and over again. It’s unwise and irresponsible 
to believe that a handful of individuals can and 
should continue to pay for services that help 
everyone. If we ignore this issue, these services 
will fade away but the need and consequences will 
multiply.

In a caring community, people build paths 
to help each other thrive. Teton Valley has a 
history of coming together to help those in need. 
We now have a chance to turn history into an 
enduring legacy.  The City of Driggs is asking 
voters to renew the current 0.5 % local option 
sales tax. The tax was first approved in 2000 and 
has been renewed by voters as recently as 2007. 
Thirteen other communities in Idaho that are 
similar in size and status as destination resort 
towns have benefited from this tax, which is paid 
primarily by tourists. At 0.5%, the sales tax is 
the lowest rate in Idaho. For our community, 
some of those funds could be allocated to specific 
nonprofits to give others a fighting chance at a 
better life.

Taxpayers are asked to share their input on 
the request to renew this sales tax through an 
online survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
DriggsSalesTax. This is our opportunity to tell 
city leaders where to direct sales tax support: 
to the local agencies that help our friends and 
neighbors lead productive, healthier lives that in 
turn strengthen our community.

Ann Loyola
Community Resource Center
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